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1. When you live together with others, you all
need to be considerate of each other.
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2. Living in a house-share in a municipality
will be different from living in a reception
centre. You will have your own bedroom,
but you will normally share a kitchen,
a bathroom and any living areas.

= Private room
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= Shared rooms

Hallway
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5. It may help to make rules together about
how you will use the shared rooms.
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House
rules
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6. Come to an agreement with the people you
house-share with about sharing housework
and shared expenses.

9. If you move out of the house-share, you will
have to find a new place to live yourself.
10. You can terminate the rental contract and
move out of the house-share when you
have found yourself your own place to live
that you can afford.

Kitchen

Bedroom Bedroom Bedroom
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8. If you share a privately owned flat not
provided by the municipality, all of you in
the house-share must apply for housing
allowance together.

4. All of you must understand clearly which
areas are shared (living room, bathroom,
kitchen) and which are private (bedrooms).

Living
room

Bathroom

3. Find out what your obligations are according
to the rental contract and the house rules.

7. If you live in a flat provided by the
municipality, you must have your own
individual rental contract in order to receive
housing allowance from Husbanken (the
Norwegian State Housing Bank).
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Things to remember when you move into
a house-share

House-sharing as an
unmarried refugee
Information for single (unmarried) refugees who have
been offered help from the government to settle in a
municipality in Norway

This brochure is also available
in nine languages in PDF format at
www.imdi.no/bosetting/bofellesskap.

The Directorate of Integration and Diversity

The Directorate of Integration and Diversity

This information is for you if:
– you are a single (unmarried) refugee, and at least

e
We speak th
e
same languag
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18 years old
– you have been granted a residence permit

6. You cannot continue to live in a reception centre
if you refuse to accept the municipality and/or
place to live you are offered.

– you need help to find a municipality to settle in.
Everyone who is entitled to help from IMDi to find somewhere to live will receive a
letter telling them this. If your residence permit has been granted with limitations
or if there are special conditions, this may mean that you cannot get help to find
somewhere to live. If you have any questions, you can contact IMDi.

IMDi will find a municipality that can receive
you as quickly as possible.

Offer of settlement
in municipality

Monthly income

Monthly expenses
9,975 kr.

Rent (1 room, 20 m²)

3,912 kr.

7. House-share arrangements are normally made
by IMDi, but sometimes by the municipality.

Housing allowance

2,130 kr.

Electricity

1,122 kr.

Internet and telephone line –
subscription

458 kr.

8. Usually, those who are put together in a houseshare are people who speak the same language
and are of the same sex and age group.

Total

Total

5,492 kr.

Available for you to use
after fixed expenses have
been paid

6,613 kr.

It is normal for young people in Norway to
share the place they live. There are many
advantages to house-sharing:
10. You will get a municipality to settle in more
quickly.
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11. You can save money because you share the
cost of rent, electricity and other expenses
(see the figures in the panel to the right).
12. You can receive individual housing allowance
from Husbanken (the Norwegian State Housing
Bank) even if you live in a house-share.

12,105 kr.

Single refugee living in a house-share with two other
refugees in Bergen municipality:
Monthly income
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3. In many municipalities, there is a shortage
of housing for single people. Therefore,
some municipalities may offer you a place
to live where you will be sharing with one or
more other people (a house-share).
4. If you refuse to accept the municipality
that IMDi offers you, and/or the place to
live that the municipality offers you, you
will lose the right to participate in the
introductory programme and to receive
other government assistance for refugees.
This also applies if the place you are offered
is a house-share.

Single refugee living in a one-room flat in Bergen
municipality:

Introductory benefit,
after tax

9. Tell the staff at the reception centre if you want
to live with somebody you know who is also
waiting to be settled, whether they live in the
same reception centre as you or in a different
reception centre.

2. IMDi will only offer you one municipality to
settle in.
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House-sharing saves you money!
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Information for single refugees who are
waiting for settlement1.
1

5. The offer starts to apply once you have received
a letter from IMDi offering you a municipality to
settle in.

Monthly expenses

Introductory benefit,
after tax

9,975 kr.

Rent (3–4 rooms, 80 m²)

2,130 kr.

Housing allowance

1,180 kr.

Electricity

617 kr.

Internet and telephone line –
subscription

153 kr.

Total

2,900 kr.

Available for you to use
after fixed expenses have
been paid

8,255 kr.

Total

11,155 kr.

This example is for somebody living in Bergen. The difference in costs between house-sharing and living
alone may be different in other municipalities.

This example shows that you could have about 1,500 kroner extra available each
month, after your fixed expenses have been paid, if you live in a house-share.

13. You will get to know more people.
www.husbanken.no

In addition, your start-up costs will be lower, for example buying furniture and
setting up a telephone line and Internet connection, if you live together with
others.

